Sensitivity to UV light during treatment with chloroquine in rheumatoid arthritis.
Chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine have long been suspected of causing light sensitivity in patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). To gain insight into the effect of chloroquines and ultraviolet (UV) light in RA we have phototested 25 RA patients with and without chloroquine. The thresholds for UVA and UVB did not change upon treatment with chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine. Provocation with high dose UVA and UVB was similar with and without treatment with chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine. Our results have shown that photosensitivity during medication with chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine is uncommon and that there is no need to stop this treatment due to sun exposure.